
ST GILES CHURCH 
HORSTED KEYNES 

Celebrant: Canon David Tickner 
 
 

The Second Sunday before Lent  
    8th February 2026  

 
Welcome to St Giles Church as we worship God and thank Him for his 
goodness towards us.  We hope you will join us as we share fellowship over 
tea and coffee at the end of the Eucharist. 
 
Please stand as the Priest comes to the altar. 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN 306 Immortal, invisible                                                      
Please remain standing at the end of the hymn 
 

Priest:  In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.                                     
All: Amen 
Priest:   The Lord be with you 
All: And also with you. 
 
The Priest introduces the celebration and invites everyone to confess their 
sins 
All Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
 We have sinned against you and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed. Through negligence, through 
 weakness, through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
Who died for us, forgive us all that is past 
And grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

 To the glory of your name.  Amen. 
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Priest: Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on us, 
 pardon and deliver us from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us 
 in all goodness, and keep us in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our 
 Lord. 

All: Amen.  
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  
All:  Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest, 
Sung Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth, 
 Lord God, Heav’nly King, almighty God and Father, we worship 

you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father. 
 Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have 

mercy on us. 
                 You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer.   
 Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 
 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 

are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of 
God the Father. 

 Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 
 

THE COLLECT 
Priest:    Almighty God, 

   you have created the heavens and the earth 
   and made us in your own image: 
   teach us to discern your hand in all your works 
   and your likeness in all your children; 
   through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
   who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all things, 
   now and for ever. 

All:     Amen  

Please sit 
FIRST READING: Genesis 1: 1 – 2: 3                                                                                          
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth 
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind 
from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. GILES                                                                                                    
Tuesday 10th                                 3.30p.m. HKafe at the Martindale                                          
Wednesday 11th  9.30a.m. First Steps in the Martindale   
   10.00a.m. Eucharist in Church                                                                            
Thursday 12th                    2.15p.m. Life and Faith Group at 20, Hamsland       
Sunday 15th  Sunday before Lent                                                                
8.00a.m.  Holy Communion (Said)                                                                
10.00a.m.  Parish Eucharist (Sung)                                                                  

PALM CROSSES: Please leave your old Palm Crosses on the table at the back 
of church so that they may be burnt to provide Ashes for the Ash 
Wednesday Service. Thank you.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR                                                                                                          
In our community: for all who live in Cheeleys, The members of the 
Churchyard Committee, St Giles School, its pupils, families, staff and 
governors.                                                                                                  
For healing: Roger & Kim Chaplin, Emmeline, Jenny Johnson James Lassis, 
Esme McNaughton, Pam and John Newman, Len Poulter, Elaine Seear, Ann 
Statham  
Recently departed: Michael Anstey, Pam Brimfield. Pam’s funeral will be at 
St. Giles on Thursday 12th February at 11.00a.m.                                                                          
Anniversaries of death: Ron Cook 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
18th February   10.00a.m. Ash Wednesday Eucharist  
24th February   7.30p.m. Diocesan Lent Course at the Martindale  
25th February   2.15p.m. Diocesan Lent course at 20, Hamsland 
28th February   5.00p.m. Stations of the Cross in St. Giles  
23rd – 27th March  Spring Cleaning Week at St. Giles 
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light’; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God 
separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
first day. And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and 
let it separate the waters from the waters.’ So God made the dome and 
separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were 
above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the second day. And God said, ‘Let the 
waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry 
land appear.’ And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters 
that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was 
good. Then God said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding 
seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in 
it.’ And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of 
every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God 
saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
third day. And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to 
separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons 
and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to 
give light upon the earth.’ And it was so. God made the two great lights—the 
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the 
stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to 
rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fourth day. And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth 
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome 
of the sky.’ So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature 
that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged 
bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, 
‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply 
on the earth.’ And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle 
and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.’ And it was 
so.  God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of 
every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And 
God saw that it was good. Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our 
image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish 



 4

of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon 
the earth.’ So God created humankind[e] in his image, in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them.  God blessed them, and 
God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and 
over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ God said, ‘See, I have 
given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and 
every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every 
beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps 
on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green 
plant for food.’ And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and 
indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their 
multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, 
and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So 
God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from 
all the work that he had done in creation. 
This is the word of the Lord.                                                                                              
All: Thanks be to God 
 

PSALM 136: 1-9, 23-26 with the Response: for his mercy endures for ever.           
O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,      R 
O give thanks to the God of gods,         R 
O give thanks to the Lord of lords,        R  
 Who only does great wonders,         R    
Who by his wisdom made the heavens,         R 
Who spread out the earth on the waters,      R 
Who created great lights,          R 
The sun to rule the day,                                      R 
The moon and the stars to govern the night, R 
It is he who remembered us in our low estate, R 
And delivered us from our enemies,          R  
Who gives food to all creature,           R 
Give thanks to the God of heaven,           R                                                          
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GIVING OF COMMUNION 

  Jesus is the lamb of god who takes away the sin of the world. 
 Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
All: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I    

shall be healed. 
The priest and people receive Holy Communion or a Blessing. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  Please stand  
Priest: God our creator, by your gift 

the tree of life was set at the heart of the earthly paradise, 
and the bread of life at the heart of your Church: 
may we who have been nourished at your table on earth 
be transformed by the glory of the Saviour’s cross 
and enjoy the delights of eternity; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All:  Amen.  
 
NOTICES 
 

BLESSING 
Priest:  The Lord be with you 
All:  and also with you. 
Priest: The God of all hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing and 

the Blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All:  Amen   
  Go in the peace of Christ.  
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN 673 Thou whose almighty word 
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The priest sings God’s praise in the preface.                                                                         
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might     
Sung Heaven and earth are full of your glory     
 Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.     
 Blessed, blessed is he who comes      
 Comes in the name of the Lord       
 Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Please kneel or sit. 
 
The priest continues with the prayers of consecration until this acclamation:  
Priest:  Jesus is the bread of life. 
All:  Lord Jesus, every time we do this, we remember that you are with        

us now. 
At the end of the Eucharistic prayer, we respond: 
All    Amen 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Priest:   Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us  
All   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,              
as we forgive those who trespass against us and lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and 
 ever.  Amen 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Priest: We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All:  Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one 

bread. 
 

AGNUS DEI: 
Sung Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
 Have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
 Have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
 Grant us peace. 
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SECOND READING: Romans 8: 18-25                                                                                     
 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was 
subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage 
to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We 
know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until 
now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of 
the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 
bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 
who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait 
for it with patience.                                                                                                                       
This is the word of the Lord.                                                                                              
All: Thanks be to God 

Please stand  

HYMN: 726 When I needed a neighbour 

All: Sung Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia  
 

THE GOSPEL 
Priest:   The Lord be with you. 
All    and also with you. 

Priest:   Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew                         
All          Glory to you, O Lord.    Matthew 6: 25 - 34                                                                          

Jesus taught his disciples, saying:                                                                           
Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what 
you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than 
food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they 
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor 
spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of 
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these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you 
of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What 
will we drink?” or “What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive for 
all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all 
these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well. ‘So do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is 
enough for today.                                                                                            
Priest: This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                          
All:       Praise to you, O Christ. 

All: Sung  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia  
 

SERMON followed by music for reflection 

CREED   Please stand 
All:  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
 the Father; through him all things were made.  

  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
 incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made 
 man.  

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
 death and was  buried. On the  third day he rose again in 
 accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
 seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
 to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
 end. 

  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
 proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
 the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
 prophets. 
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    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We    
 acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
 the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
 Amen. 

 

INTERCESSIONS (please kneel or sit) 
Reader: Lord, hear us 
All:         Lord, graciously hear us 
At the end:  Merciful Father,  
All: Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus 
 Christ.  Amen 
 
THE PEACE (please stand) 
The Priest introduces the Peace and then says 
 The Peace of the Lord be always with you 
All: And also with you. 
 Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
All may exchange a sign of peace. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN  6 All creatures of our God and King (Omit verses 2 & 3) 
Our charitable collection in January and February is in support of St. 
Catherine’s Hospice. Please put any donations into the orange envelopes and 
Gift Aid, if appropriate. There is a machine for electronic donations at the 
back of church. Bread and wine are brought to the altar  

 Accept our offerings, O Lord, we pray  
and in sanctifying them grant that they may profit us for salvation. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

All     Amen 
   

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 

Priest   The Lord be with you  
All        and also with you.   

Lift up your hearts.  
All We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All  It is right to give thanks and praise.   
 


