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Easter 6 
 

    Sunday 14th May 2023  
 

Welcome to St Giles Church, as we praise God and thank Him for his 
goodness towards us. We hope you will join us as we share fellowship over 
tea and coffee at the end of the Eucharist. 

ENTRANCE HYMN     543 Praise and thanksgiving, Father, we offer 
Please remain standing at the end of the hymn. 
 

Priest   In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
All   Amen.  

 

Priest     The Lord be with you      
All      and also with you. 
 

Priest Alleluia, Christ is risen 
All He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

The priest introduces the celebration and invites everyone to confess their 
 sins  

 

 All Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you 
 and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed. Through 
 negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of you Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
Forgive us all that is past and grant that we may serve you 
In newness of life to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

      

Priest Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on us, 
 pardon and deliver us from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in 
 all goodness, and keep us in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our 
 Lord. 
All Amen.  



 2

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (Thorne) 
All Glory to god, glory to God,  glory to God in the highest.                                

Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth.                                                     
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,                               
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;                                    
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.                                                 
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,                         
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,           
in the glory of God the Father.  
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest. 

COLLECT  
 God our redeemer, 
you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us 
to eternal joy; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.                       
All:  Amen                                                                                                         

 
Please sit 
FIRST READING: Acts 17.22-31 
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, "Athenians, I see how 
extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and 
looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar 
with the inscription, 'To an unknown god.' What therefore you worship as 
unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and 
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 
made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he 
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 
things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR 
In our community: for all who live in Hillcrest; Family Support Work, the 
staff and the families they help; St Giles School, its pupils, families, staff and 
governors.                                                                                                                             
For healing: Baby Benjamin and his family, Pam Brimfield, Roger & Kim 
Chaplin, Peter Farr, Clive Hills, Jenny Johnson, James Lassis, Pam and John 
Newman, Linda Owen, Emmeline, Ann Statham 

Recently departed: Mary Southwood, Pete Besson.  
Anniversaries of death:  Peter Nicholson, Frederic Hammond. 

TODAY! ROGATION SUNDAY 14th May 2023:                                                                                 
Rogation days are part of the liturgical calendar and Agricultural year, where 
the community prays and focuses on the local area and blesses growing 
crops and livestock and other local activities and companies.                                                             
We plan to start at Cinder Hill Farm at 2.30p.m. and after visiting the farm, 
we will walk through the Industrial Estate down to the Mill Pond on the 
footpath and up to the School and Church. We will then walk through the 
fields to  Lucas Farm fields at the back of Westall, through the allotments 
and past the Village Hall, on to the Green, across the Cricket Ground and 
Tennis Club and back to the Martindale Centre for tea. So we will make a mix 
of a prayer walk and beating the bounds. All are welcome to join or leave us 
at any point and dogs are welcome! Please tell your friends and come and 
join us. 

FATHER PETER’S ORDINATION                                                                           
Fr Peter will be ordained Priest on Saturday 3  June at 12noon at St Mary, 
Horsham, by Bishop Ruth. He will celebrate the Eucharist quietly for the first 
time on Sunday 4, Trinity Sunday, at 8am, with a Sung Eucharist and 
Celebration on Sunday 11, St Barnabas, at 10am. Please pray for him and all 
those preparing for Ordination. Pray for Fr David and each other as we 
continue to share in his formation. Please sign the list at the back of church 
if you are hoping to attend the Ordination. 
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and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places 
where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope 
for him and find him--though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For 
'In him we live and move and have our being'; as even some of your own 
poets have said, 'For we too are his offspring.' 
Since we are God's offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 
gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of 
mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he 
commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on 
which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the 
dead." 
This is the word of the Lord.                                                                                                                 
All Thanks be to God 
 
PSALM 66: 7-18 with the Response:                                                                                                                                        
Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of his praise be heard.                                                                                                                             

Bless our God, you peoples; make the voice of his praise be heard. Who 
holds our souls in life and will not allow our feet to slip.  R 
For you, O God, have proved us; you have tried us as silver is tried. 
You brought us into the snare; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water;  
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. R 
I will enter your house with burnt offerings and will pay you my vows,  
which I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in 
trouble.  I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams;  
I will give you oxen and goats. R 
Come and listen, all you who fear God, and I will tell you what he has done 
for me. I called out to him with my mouth and his praise was on my tongue. 
If I had found evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard me. R 
But in truth God has heard me; he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 
Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, nor withheld his love from 
me. R 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3.13-22 
Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do 
suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, 
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and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always 
be ready to make your defence to anyone who demands from you an 
accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 
reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, 
those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 
For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than 
to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to 
death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and 
made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not 
obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of 
the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 
And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you--not as a removal of dirt 
from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right 
hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
           This is the word of the Lord                                                                                              
All Thanks be to God                                                                                                             
 
HYMN 9 Alleluia, Alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord (Omit verses 3 & 4) 
 
Please turn towards the Gospel book. 
THE GOSPEL  
 
All: Alleluia, Alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord, 
 Alleluia, Alleluia, give praise to his name 
  
Deacon:  The Lord be with you. 
All         and also with you. 
Deacon: Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John 
All          Glory to you, O Lord.     John 14. 15-21 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with 
you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he 
abides with you, and he will be in you. "I will not leave you orphaned; I am 
coming to you.  In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will 
see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am 
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THIS WEEK AT ST GILES 
 

Tuesday 16th   3.30p.m. HKafe at the Martindale  
4.30p.m. Evening Prayer       

Wednesday 17th  9.30a.m. First Steps at the Martindale                       
10am  Eucharist  

Thursday 18th    1.30pm Life & faith group 
Ascension Day 7.30p.m. Sung Eucharist 
Friday 19th   11.30a.m. Prayer for the Annex  

2-15pm St Giles' School Ascension-tide Eucharist in 
the Churchyard (if fine-otherwise church)  
All welcome.  

Sunday 21st May Seventh Sunday of Easter 
   8am Holy Communion  

10am Parish Eucharist  
 

Father David’s working days this week are Wednesday morning, Thursday, 
Friday morning and early afternoon, Saturday evening. Our priest  is not 
available every day of the week.  If you need to speak to him when he is not 
there, please leave a telephone message (790317) or email on 
revdave@timicomail.co.uk or for urgent matters call one of our wardens 
(Barbara Fairweather, 01825 790375 or John Whiting, 01825 791132. ) 

 

Father Peter is available to us in the parish for two days per week. Key 
working times will often be Sunday morning and some part of Wednesdays 
and Fridays, but it will, of course, be flexible as to what is happening that 
week. He may also be contacted on dedicated parish phone & email, but 
please bear in mind he may not be able to respond immediately – His 
contact details are frpetersutton@outlook.com or 07936 021801    
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All     Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on 
us, grant us peace. 

 
Silence is kept. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 God our Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 
may we thirst for you, the spring of life and source of goodness, 
through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

All: Amen 
 

NOTICES and BANNS OF MARRIAGE        
 

BLESSING 
 

Priest: The Lord be with you 
All    And also with you.  
Priest   God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 

  strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life: and the blessing of 
  God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and  
  remain with you always. 

All     Amen 
 

 

Deacon We are raised to new life with Christ. Go in his peace.  
    Alleluia, alleluia.    
All      Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

FINAL HYMN 401 Longing for light  
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in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my 
commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love 
me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to 
them." 
  
Deacon: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All:       Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

All: Alleluia, Alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord, 
 Alleluia, Alleluia, give praise to his name 
 
SERMON – followed by a short musical piece to help reflection 
 
CREED  (please stand) 
All  We believe in one God, The Father, the Almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

 begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
 from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
 incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made 
 man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and in 
seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
 his kingdom will have no end. 

  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
 proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
 the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
 prophets. 

  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
 acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
 the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
 Amen. 
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INTERCESSIONS (please kneel or sit) 
 

Reader Lord, in your mercy; 
All         hear our prayer. 
 
At the end:  Merciful Father,  
All Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus 
 Christ.  Amen 
 
THE PEACE  
 

Priest:    The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ Then were they glad when they saw the 
Lord. Alleluia. 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All:           and also with you. 
Deacon:         Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN  340 Jesus Christ is waiting  
During the singing of this hymn, a collection is taken and bread and wine are 
brought to the altar. Our Charity Collection for May and June is for Christian 
Aid. Please use the orange envelopes and Gift Aid if appropriate.  
 

Remain standing after the hymn as the priest says the prayer over the gifts. 
 
 God of new life, you accept the sacrifice of thanksgiving from the lips 
 of those reborn in baptism. Let this sacrifice lead us to communion 
 in Christ, in whom is our eternal blessing. We ask this through Christ 
 our Lord. 
All     Amen 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER (sung) 
 

Priest   The Lord be with you  
All        and also with you.   

Lift up your hearts.  
All We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All  It is right to give thanks and praise.   
 

The priest sings God’s praise in the preface.  
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All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,                               
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna,  Hosanna, 
Hosanna, in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, Hosanna, 
hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Please kneel or sit. 
 

The priest continues with the Eucharistic prayer until this acclamation: 
 

 Deacon: Great is the mystery of faith 
 All:         Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 

    At the end of the Eucharistic prayer, we respond 
 All:   Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 Rejoicing in God’s new creation,                                                               
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Priest   Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
All      We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                                                        
Priest: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.                                            
All: Therefore let is celebrate the feast, Alleluia!  
 
The priest and people receive Holy Communion or a Blessing. 


